hat you ask
for often
shows up in
unexpected ways. For
months, my daughter,
Ella, had been asking
for a pet. Then one
day, out of the blue,
mix puppy literally showed up
had no ID, and for days

e for his owner. A trip to

: > had no identification chip,
and soon we that we were caretaking this
9-month-old dog who we named JD (for “John
Doe” since we didn’t know his name). Days
turned into weeks as we searched for who he
belonged to, and when no one claimed him, it :
appeared we had added a new member to e ®
family.

a cute little t
at our back
we looked

Demi protesting the abusive treat-
ment of circus animals outside a
traveling circus. Says Demi, “Circu
animals, especially elephants, are
kept caged up in crowded, dirty
places and punished very aggres-
sively to train.”

We grew very fond of JD, yet
also found out a hyper little terrier
puppy isn’t the best pet for a busy
family. JD didn’t like being alone
for a second, and we soon real-
ized he needed to be in a home
where he could get a lot more at-
tention than we were able to give
him. Because we adored him so -
much, it was important that we tumed him over
to a no-kill animal shelters, and that's when | met
Demi Merritt. ,
Demi is the 16-year-old founder of Demi’s
Animal Rescue, a non-profit no-kill animal shelter
in Aurora, Colorado. When we worked with her to
help us find a loving home for JD, she impressed
me as being a remarkable young woman. At an
age where many girls are focused on crushes
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“There are people
making money off
poor animals that

and wardrobe, Demi
turns much of her daily
attention to advocat-
ing for animals who
need her help. She’s
been passionate about
animals her whole life,
becoming a vegetarian
at the age of 8, after

Demi Merritt with

she researched how many
farm animals are mis-

cannot defend treated and slaughtered.
themselves, and  In middle school, she led
I wan‘cecl to be a successful campaign to
ive students a choice as
‘che'\r voice." S

to whether they wanted to
dissect animals or not, a
policy that s’[aﬂds in place at her school today.

“| researched where the animals being dis-
sected are coming from, and how they are Killed,
and wasn’t comfortable with it,” says Demi. “Of-
ten animals are found or stolen and then sold to
companies that inject them with painful chemicals
to preserve them to sell for dissections. There are
people making money off of poor animals that
cannot defend themselves, and |
_wanted to be their voice. It's im-
I portant these issues are brought
to public awareness.”

Demi’s idea to create her
own animal rescue came after
she organized a fundraiser for a
ocal no-kill shelter. “We worked
hard to raise about $800 for the
shelter, and even though they
were very grateful, after it was

Demi's rescue
cat Domino
gets adopted
at one of her
adoption/fund
raising events!

over | really wanted to know how the money was

being used to help animals and see the impact. |
wanted a more hands-on experience and decided
fo start my own shelter.,” So at the age of 14,
supported by her parents, Demi launched pemi’s
Animal Rescue, now going into its third year of
taking in and fostering out homeless animals, get-
ting them healthy both physically and behaviorally,
and finding them good homes.
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Demi LOVES what she does, but says there are
challenges, like getting volunteers to help, finding
adopters for her animals, and obtaining funding to
support her work "There's much 1o dol keeping
up with the vet work these animals require gets
expensive redlly asl? says Dol - Thetle aie o0
many animals needing homes. The sooner they get
adopted, the faster we can take in more. My goal
is to get as many animals as we can off the streets
and out of Kill shelters or unhealthy homes and into
a safe, clean, and healthy environment.” @

To find out more about volunteering, adopting, or
donating to support Demi’s cause, please visit
www.DemisAnimalRescue.com.

r homework,
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Demi received a call from a woman
about a pregnant dog wandering homeless around their
neighborhood for weeks. The woman brought the dog
into her gcxrqge because it started snowing, but said

3 other shelters were full and she couldn’t
keep the dog or even bring it into her
house. Demi's shelter was also full at the
fines, so. Bexl found @ wonmon who seid S ”fc:hing but not hurting. She wants to be

she would foster the dog - the only prob- to you but not on your lap, well, not unless
lem was she lived in a tiny apartment. = c}d[ing with her. Then she snuggles her

The day Demi went to on your chest and sometimes even lays on
pick the dog up from the urring. She’s a goofy one all right — she’ll

| woman’s cold garage to ght in the middle of what you're doing to bel_
bring to the foster parent, it. She has a great personality!” ,
the dog had puppies—  turned one and we celebrated with a fun
11 of them! lay party in the backyard. But soon after,

Momma Maggie

Two of Maggie’s pups d being really tired all the time and got
The foster parent was expecting only a few dogs, took her to doctors who tried to help, bu
but she was willing to keep the momma (who she named tget ing worse. Then they told us she has

Maggie) and all 11 puppies while the babies nursed that she got as a baby that co
until Demi could make arrangements. Demi’s family reor-
ganized their entire basement to accommodate Maggie
and her pups, giving them half of it for space for the
pups to grow and play, while Demi trained them and
worked on finding them good homes. “l was in the base-
ment from the time | woke up until | went to bed. Right
when | cleaned up one mess, there was another onel”
says Demi. “But I'm happy we were able to save 12

dogs—who knows what would’ve happened to them?” @

Demi successfully found great adopters for all of the pup-

pies. And Maggie? The foster parent ended up adopting
her back!
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